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 Dear readers it gives me immense pleasure to put forth before you the annual 

report of our organization for the year 2017-2018, because our organization has taken up 

two projects in this year and by the grace of God we have successfully achieved our goal. 

To be precise, this year our organization has helped out a blind lady named Ms. Archna 

Singh with the retina surgery and we are proud to tell the operation was successful and 

the lady can now see the world with her own eyes. Beside this our organization has 

helped out Mr. Sunil Nigoskar, a blind man, to set up a business at the remote and far-

flung area such as “Vitarna.”  Rest of the projects taken up throughout the year by our 

organization are as follows. 

1. Scholarship distribution ceremony and marriage ceremony - 

 

 Every year our organization extends a helping hand to all those needy blinds who 

wish to achieve big in the field of education through the means of scholarships. This 

helps them to pursue their dreams to taking education in universities. This year’s 

scholarship distribution program was held at Hindu Gymkhana, Marin Drive, Mumbai on 

27 June 2017. For this function Mr. Arjun Mudda, Chairman Rotary Club of Mumbai 

Clean City took special initiative and graciously took up the responsibility of providing 

scholarship to 60 blind students. Beside him Ms. Kalyani Sapkal, director Sapkal 

Knowledge  City, Ms. Manisha Marathe, and Mr. Sham Makhariya were also present on 

dias. 

On this occasion Ms. Kesar Chaure and Mr. Sandip Dhage tied a wedding knot 

with the help of our organization and they were provided with all the necessary items to 

enter into wedded-life. Ms. Manisha Marathe expressed her pleasure to be associated 

with the organization and pledged continued support to the organization in the future 

also. Ms. Kalyani Sapkal was moved by the good work of the organization and promised 

continued support for coming years. She also handed out a cheque of  Rs. 25,000/- 

towards organization. 

 A similar program was organized by Rotary Club of Thane West and 

Maratha Mahila Mudra Mandal at Shrikrushna lawns, Puna Road, Nashik on July 9, 

2017.   In this program 65 blind students were provided with scholarship in order to 

encourage them. For this events Ms. Sadhana Waze and Mr. Kumar Kevalramani took 

initiative for 2nd successive year. It gives me immense pleasure to inform that we have 

been successfully organizing such programs for the past 11 years without any help from 

the government. Special efforts were taken for successful management of this event by 

Chairman Mr. Arun Bharaskar, Mr. Datta Patil, Mrs. Vijaya Dave, Mr. Bhagvan Pawar 

and Mrs. Pratibha Holkar. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Devotional Musical Concert on the occasion of Ashadhi Ekadashi – 

 

On the auspicious day of Ashadhi Ekadashi on 4th July 2017 a devotional musical 

concert was organized at Mahakavi Kalidas Natyamandir, Nashik. Theme of the concert 

was “Pandhariche Sukh Nahi Tribhuvani.” Main aim of this musical concert was to bring 

forward burning desire of blinds to show the world their talent and also to provide them 

opportunities. Mr. Sakharam Bankar begun the auspicious program with his devotional 

song and presented various melodious devotional songs. Mr. Kantilal Kshirsagar two 

mesmerized the audience with melodious devotional songs. Mr. Pundlik Pimpalke ably 

anchored the whole program. Financial aid was provided by Shri G.K. Jadhav owner 

Vikrant Happy Homes , entrepreneur Mr. Shamrao Kedar and Mr. Vilasraj Gaikwad. 

Special efforts were taken by Mr. Arun Bharaskar, Ms. Vijaya Dave and Mr. 

Bhagwan Pawar of the organization to make the event successful. 

 

 
 

 

3. Distribution of educational material to wards of needy blind couples- 

 

Organization strongly feels that wards of needy blind couples should be 

supported in their struggle to achieve education. This year we organized one such 

program at the office of organization at Shalimar Chauk on 29th July 2017. In order to 

extend help 42 such poor needy blind couples were selected and their wards were handed 

out educational materials and water bottles.The program was attended by many 

dignitaries among them were Mr. Nanasaheb Khare and Prof. Kangune. Mr. Kangune 

was overwhelmed with the good work of organization and expressed his desire to extend 

medical support to such needy blinds in the society through his hospital. Mr. Nanasaheb 

guided the students, gave them moral support and also pledged financial support in the 

future. Mr. Mishra expressed his continued support and also computer training to blinds. 

Mr. Lakhichand Parakh graciously took up the responsibility of providing snacks and tea 

to all. Mr. Datta Patil, Ms. Jayshri Apshankar, Ms. Vijaya Dave took up responsibility of 

making the program a grand success. 

 

4. Felicitation Program of meritorious blind students – 

 

Organization has, for the past many years, been doing its part to encourage 

meritorious blind students to achieve big in the life in spite of shortcomings in their lives. 

This year too on 12nd August 2017 we organized a felicitation program at Shrikrishna 

Lawns Pune Road for meritorious blind students who ably proved to the society that they 

can also scale greater heights if provided with opportunity and a little bit of help from the 

society. This year 102 such meritorious blind students from all over the Maharashtra were 

honored for their success and hard work. Present for the function were Ms. Shital Sangle, 

Chairman ZP, Zonal Manager Bank of Maharashtra Mr. Dinesh Tambat, Mr. H.R. 

Rajkumar from Mahindra & Mahindra, DENA bank Divisional Manager Mr. Vasudev 

Bhadvalkar, Mr. Kiran Khabia from Jain Social Group Platinum, entrepreneur Mr. Anil 

Jain, Mr. Dilip Singh Beniwal, and Mr. Pradip Shene. Mr. Dinesh Tambat was all praise 

for these students and encouraged them with continued hard work in the future also.  He 

also adopted two of the blind students for their future studies. Mr. Kiran Khabia pledged 

support of Jain Social Group Platinum and announced financial support for the retina 



surgery of one such poor blind lady. Ms. Shital Sangle praised meritorious blind students 

for their dedication towards studies and also wished blind students better future.  Meals 

were provided for all those who attended the program. Program was successfully 

organized with special efforts of Mr. Arun Bharaskar, Prof. Vishwasrao Gaikwad, and 

Ms. Megha Pingle. 

 

 
 

5. Competitions on the occasion of Teacher’s Day and Ganesh festival – 

 

Organization firmly believes that blinds are equally talented and in order to showcase 

their talent and to gel them well with this organization we play our part. Organization 

knows well that such feeling among our members can be aroused through Ganesh festival 

celebration and one such function was organized on 2nd and 3rd September 2017. A 

singing, elocution and questionnaire competition for open group and kids group was 

organized. Elocution competition was won by Krushna Nachgad and the runners up was 

Sunil More. In singing competition winner was Umesh Dabhade and Jagdip Sonawane 

stood second. In Kids group Krushna Kawal stood first and Nitin Jadhav was second. For 

questionnaire competition competitors were divided in 3 groups namely Jaai, Mogra and 

Gulab. Mogra group was the winner of this competiton. 

On the eve of Teacher’s Day on 4th September 2017 a program was organized at 

Samarth Mangal Karyalay, College Road to felicitate blinds Teachers who excelled in 

their field. Nine such teachers were felicitated and among them were Mr. Jagannath 

Kalmane and Mr. Bhima Bhigad from Aurangabad, Mr. Gorakh Bhakare from Pune, Mr. 

Madan Sadgir from Malegaon, Mr. Prabhakar Chavan from Satara, Prof. Kailash Shivde, 

Mr. Rajaram Gaikwad, Mr. Bhagirath Vinchu and Ms. Suchita Patil from Nashik.      

 

 

For this occasion dignitaries like Mr. Hansraj Deshmukh Lions club chief, Mr. Dilip 

Singh Beniwal Rotary Club chief and Mr. Shayam kedar were present. They all praised 

these dedicated blind teachers for their sincerity and grit and pledged continued support 

to the organization in future also.  Special efforts were taken by Ms. Kalpna Pande, Mr. 

Datta Patil, Ms. Pratibha Holkar and Ms. Vijaya Marathe for success of the event. 

 

 

6. International White-Stick Day celebration and Distribution of sweets on the 

occasion of Diwali – 

Every year October 15th is celebrated as international White-Stick day throughout the 

world as declared by United Nations Organization. Various social organizations mark the 

event for spreading awareness about plights of blinds and making the world more 

favorable for them. Blind Welfare Organization also celebrates this Day by taking up 

many social causes for blinds.. 



 

This year a holy Hindu festival Diwali was beginning on 18th October hence our 

organization decided to celebrate both these days on 15th October itself . Main function 

was held on 17th October 2017 on the eve of Dhanotrayadishi  at Lions Club hall, Pandit 

Colony. Dignitaries like Mr. Shrimant Mane chief editor Dainik Sakal, Mr. Jairaj Bagul 

from CEAT Company, Head Lions Club of Panchavati Mr. K.D. Patil and Mr. Kathale 

from Lier Company graced the occasion. On this occasion sweets were distributed and 

100 blinds were provided with White Sticks 

 

7. State Level Chess Competition at Nashik – 

 

Chess is a sport that can be played together by blind and sighted player. All it 

needs is a brain to think and many blinds have proved that they can do very well and at 

par with the sighted players. Keeping this in mind, our organization held State level 

Rapid Chess tournament at MICO Forum hall Nashik on 18th  and 19th November 2017. 

All total 67 chess players participated in the tournament. Inauguration of the tournament 

was done by Vice President of Bosch Mr. Alexander and his wife were present. Also 

present were Mr. Khanapurkar from Bosch and dignitaries from MICO company. Prizes 

were taken care of by Mr. Alexander. Lodging and boarding was taken care of by MICO 

Forum. Mr. Milind Samant from Pune stood first and Mr. Swapnil Shah was runners up. 

Winner took home Rs. 5000/- and runners up Rs. 4000/- as prize money. Mr. Vikas 

Shitole from Pune begged 3rd prize. Mr. Arun Bharaskar, Ms. Kalpna Pande, Treasurer 

Ms. Vijaya Marathe and Mr. Datta Patil took special efforts to make the tournament 

successful. 

 

8. State level Cricket Competition at Pune – 

 

To provide platform to blinds to showcase their sporting abilities and to encourage 

them to participate in sports our organization has for the past many years organized a 

Cricket tournament in different districts. In continuation of this trend, this year Interstate 

Cricket tournament was held at Katariya School by our sponsor Rotary Club of Pune on 

7th & 8th December 2017. 

Tournament began with playing of Band and assembly of blind cricketers paid 

special salutation to the present dignitaries. For the opening ceremony MLA Mr. 



Jagannath Shinde, Ex-member of Rotary 3131 Mr. Prashant Deshmukh, Director 

Shidhivinayak Group Mr. Rajesh Sakhla, Chairman District Sports Commit Mr. Santosh 

Godinde were present. In his inaugural speech MLA Mr. Jagnnath Shinde frankly 

admitted that he was mesmerized with the idea that even blinds can play cricket as any 

other able person. He praise the organization for holding such tournament, which gave 

equal opportunity to blinds to excel in sports. He also praised for running the show even 

without donations from the government. To encourage the participants and our 

organization he announced a donation of Rs. 1,91,000/-. Mr. Sakhla and Mr. Prashant 

Deshmukh guided the players to play the game in true spirit of the sports. 

 

Total 8 teams from Maharashtra – Nagpur, Amravati, Nanded, Latur, Nashik, 

Mumbai, Pune and Kolhapur – participated in this tournament. Tournament was played 

on knockout basis. Final was played between Pune and Vidharbha. Pune won the toss and 

elected to bat first. They scored 126 runs for 3 wickets in 12 overs. Vidharbha team 

achieved the target in 11.1 over for the loss of 6 wickets and for the second successive 

year were the winners of the tournament. 

Prize distribution ceremony was held in the presence of Dy. Chairman Cosmos 

Bank Mr. Krishna Kumar Goyal, Mr. Ravi Dhotre of Rotary 3131, Mr. Ganesh Kudle of 

Mrunal Foundation, Chairman Rotary Club Ms. Dipa Dhade and its members. Dy. 

Chairman Cosmos Bank Mr. Krishna Kumar Goyal was impressed by the ability and 

smooth play of  the players and was surprised to see blind players play a game of cricket 

so well. He promised scholarship to 3 blind students. All dignitaries praised the players 

for playing the game with enthusiasm and putting up a good game of cricket. Mr. Ravi 

Dhotre, Ms. Dipa Dhade and , Mr. Ganesh Kudle expressed continued support to the 

organization in future also. Cash prize of Rs. 11,000/- and winner’s trophy was given to 

the winners and team Pune was also honored with a trophy and cash prize of Rs. 7500/- . 

Special efforts for the success of the tournament were taken by Organization Chairman 

Mr. Arun Bharaskar, Santosh Godinde, Mr. Bhagwan Pawar and Mr. Datta Patil. 

 

9. Trip to Pandharpur – 

Today’s busy and hectic life plays a havoc in everybody’s life. We tend to get 

slowed down with boredom and work schedule. Working person or businessman nobody 

is spared from this. This is true equally for all the people, be it blind or sighted. Just to 

come out of everyday’s boredom and to reinvigorate, our organization has for the past 8 

years been organizing pleasure trips and trip to Pandharpur to seek blessings of Lord 

Pandurang. This year also a trip was organized by the Mr. G.K. Jadhav to holy city 

Pandharpur on 23rd December 2017. Trip began from Kailash Mat to Tuljapur and then 

visited Pandharpur. One thing I would like to mention proudly here that although blind 

yet we stayed in queue for more than 4 hours for darshan. From there we visited 

Narsobachi Wadi, Mahalaxmi of Kolhapur and Fort of Sindhudurg. We enjoyed boat ride 

there. Then we visited Tarkarli beech and everybody was so happy to be there. Complete 

financial assistance for the trip was provided by Mr. G.K. Jadhav and Mr. Ganesh Gite, 

which again saved organization from monitory burden. Special efforts for the success of 

the trip were taken by Mrs. Vijaya Dave and Mr. Datta Patil. 

 

 



10.  National level Cricket Tournament at Mumbai (Siyaram Cup) – 

 

Cricket is the most played and favorite sports in our country. Popularity of cricket 

match between India and Pakistan reaches to such height that people often skip office and 

business to watch these matches. These days madness for T-20 cricket is at its prime so 

how can a blind sports lover stay aloof from it. We have understood this madness and 

love for this game of our people and for the same reason have been organizing cricket 

tournament for the past 9 years. This year’s National level Cricket Tournament was held 

at Islam Gymkhana and Sachivalay Mumbai from 16th to 18th January 2018. Tournament 

was sponsored by Rotary Club of Mumbai Clean City,  Kotak Mahindra and Siyaram 

Group. Inauguration was held at Islam Gymkhana and former cricketer Nilesh Kulkarni 

inaugurated by symbolic batting. Dignitaries present for the inauguration were many 

bigwigs such as IPS Mr. Krishna Prasad, Cricketer Nilesh Kulkarni, entrepreneur and 

chairman Siyaram Silk Mr. Ramesh Potdar, Mr. Virat Divanji from Kotak Mahindra, Mr. 

Kiran Raghvan, and secretary Islam Gymkhana Mr. Mukhtar Ibji. 

 

Teams participating were Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 

Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi and Jammu-Kashmir. Band played an inauguration beat 

and players saluted the dignitaries present on dais. Seven blind players who participated 

in Blind World Cup were each awarded Rs. 10000/- . Mr. Potdar also pledged continued 

support for such events.  Mr. Virat Diwanji of  Kotak Mahindra lauded the efforts of 

organization and promised further support. 

On the basis of run-rate final was played between Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat. 

Gujarat was the worthy winner for the 9th successive year. A noted actress Mrunalini 

Godbole of movie Padman, Director of movie Mr. Sumit Mudgal, MP Mr. Arvind 

Sawant, Chairman Siyaram Group Mr. Ramesh Potdar were present for prize distribution 

ceremony. Winners were presented with cash prize of Rs. 21,000/- and a trophy and 

runners-up team with Rs. 15,000/- and a trophy. MP Mr. Arvind Sawant lauded the 

efforts of organization and donated Rs. 100000/- towards scholarship program taken up 

by us. Chairman Rotary Club Mr. Arjun Mudda and Mr. Hanif Shaikh took special 

efforts to make the tournament successful. Also noted contributors were Mr. Arun 

Bharaskar, Mr. Datta Patil, and Mr. Bhagwan Pawar. 

 

 
 

11.  Health Checkup camp for women on the occasion of Woman’s Day - 

It’s a well known fact that our society has not yet come to terms when dealing with 

healthcare for woman. She is neglected by her family from the childhood and this 

becomes a sort of second nature to her to overlook her own health. This becomes even 

worse if the woman is from poor family where it is quite hard for the family to afford 

doctor’s fees. Our organization has aptly spotted this grave situation persisting in the 

society and decided to help out such poor and deprived blind women of the society. We 

chose 11th March 2018, “Woman’s Day” to provide health checkup to these needy 

women. A health camp was organized at the organizations office with the help of Suyog 

Hospital. Director of the Suyog Hospital Ms. Rima Rathi generously agreed to provide 

free healthcare checkup to 47 blind women. Blood and Sugar test were carried out free of 



charge for them. Also gynecological guidance was provided to those women. This 

program was conducted successfully by Ms. Kalpna Pande, Ms. Vijaya Dave and Ms. 

Tejaswani Shewale. 

 

 

12.  Interstate Cricket competition for Blind Women – 

Cricket competition for blind men is held regularly by our organization and it has 

become a common feature. It’s the woman who misses the opportunity to showcase their 

talent and also enjoy playing a team game. This year we thought of a novel idea of 

conducting Interstate Cricket competition for Blind women thereby giving them much 

needed platform to show the world talent possessed by them. For the first time such 

competition was held on 25th March 2018 in Nashik at Chhatrapati Shivaji Stadium. 

Teams from Mumbai, Gujarat and Vidarbha participated in the competition. The matches 

were played on league basis. Team Gujarat won both their matches and hence was 

adjudged winners of the competition. Team Mumbai was the runners up. 

First match was played between Vidarbha and Gujarat. Gujarat made 148 runs for 

the loss of 8 wickets in 12 overs and held Vidarbha for paltry 70 runs thereby winning 

this match. Ms. Kansya Kaushal from Gujarat was adjudged best player of the match. 

Second match was played between Mumbai and Gujarat. Gujarat team was all out for 

mere 50 runs which was achieved by Mumbai in just 4 overs. Third match was played 

between Mumbai and Vidarbha. Target given by Vidarbha was 36 runs which team 

Mumbai achieved for the loss of 8 wickets. Prize distribution ceremony was attended by 

Dr. Zarekar, MD Tulsi Eye Hospital, businessman Mr. Ajit Bane, and Director Chaudhari 

Yatra Company Mr. Brijmohan Chaudhary. Team Gujarat was handed over a winner’s 

trophy and a cash prize. Special efforts for the success of this competition was taken by 

Mr. Arun Bharaskar, Ms. Vijaya Dave, Mr. Datta Patil, Mr. Bhagwan Pawar and Ms. 

Tejaswani Shewale. This opportunity was taken to help out Ms. Mangla Dhongade with 

sewing machine and Mr. Prashant Jagtap was handed over a cheque to help him start his 

own business. 

All in all it was a successful year for our organization. We were able to contribute 

our share in bringing smile to poor and helping out needy blinds of the society. We not 

only organized 12 events successfully but it was done in the span of just 9 months. 

Of course, the credit goes to my team members and associates who literally 

worked day in and day out to achieve our dream. It is not possible and probably is not 

appropriate to mention single individual for our grand success, but I would like to 

especially mention pillar and backbone of our organization Mr. Narendra Firdosia, Mr. 

Gangadhar Jadhav, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Mr. Hiraman Aher from Mahindra, Mr. 

Keshav Verkhedkar, Executive Engg. from CIDCO Navi Mumbai, Chief Engg. Mr. 

Ulhas Debadvar and so on. I am more pleased by our efforts for permanently settlement 

of two blinds. I would also like to thank broadcasting media for coverage of our functions 

and highlight our dedication towards the social work. Once again thanks to all and one. 



 

 

                                                                                                   Thank you. 

 

 

  General Secretary 

 

   Mr. Dattatraya Shankar Patil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


